March 21, 2016

Public Alert and Warning System Moderniza-
tion Act of 2015.”

| support this bill because it would address
interoperability deficits among information
technology systems and radio communications
systems used by emergency services to ex-
change voice, data, disasters, and video in
real time

As a senior member of the House Com-
mittee on Homeland Security, | am intimately
aware, as are many of my colleagues, of the
essential and lifesaving role of communica-
tions during a crisis.

S. 1180 directs FEMA to establish the Inte-
grated Public Alert and Warning System Sub-
committee to develop and submit rec-
ommendations for an integrated public alert
and warning system to the National Advisory
Council through: establishing common alerting
and warning protocols, standards, terminology,
and operating procedures for the system; in-
clude in such system the capability to adapt
the distribution and content of communications
on the basis of geographic location, risks, and
multiple communication technologies and to
alert, warn, and provide equivalent information
to individuals with disabilities, access and
functional needs, or limited English pro-
ficiency; ensure that specified training, tests,
and exercises for such system are conducted
and that the system is resilient, secure, and
can withstand external attacks; and conduct
public education efforts and a general market
awareness campaign about the system.

The bill requires the system to: be designed
to adapt to and incorporate future technologies
for communicating directly with the public, pro-
vide alerts to the largest portion of the affected
population feasible, and improve the ability of
remote areas to receive alerts; promote local
and regional public and private partnerships to
enhance community preparedness and re-
sponse; provide redundant alert mechanisms;
and protect individual privacy.

Because the tragedies of September 11,
2001, were compounded by communication
failures among first responders who entered
the burning towers that comprised the World
Trade Center it has been an imperative of the
Homeland Security Committee to address first
responder communication interoperability chal-
lenges.

S. 1180 amends the Homeland Security Act
of 2002 to direct the Federal Emergency Man-
agement Agency to modernize the integrated
U.S. public alert and warning system to help
ensure that under all conditions the President,
federal agencies, and state, tribal, and local
governments can alert and warn the civilian
population in areas endangered by natural dis-
asters, acts of terrorism, and other man-made
disasters or threats to public safety.

Hurricane Katrina is an example of the need
for emergency response agencies to be con-
nected.

After the storm the majority of the rescue
operations were being conducted by the U.S.
Coast Guard locating people who were on the
roofs of their houses.

The coast guard was not aware of the indi-
viduals who were stuck in their home calling
911, because they could not reach their roofs,
causing about 986 Louisiana residents to per-
ish after the storm due to the lack of effective
communication.

An estimated 1,836 lives were lost as a re-
sult of the hurricane.

The City of Houston covers over a 1,000
square mile region in Southeast Texas. It has
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a night-time population of nearly two million
people, which peaks with over three million
daytime inhabitants.

The city of Houston’s 9-1-1 Emergency
Center manages nearly 9,000 emergency calls
per day. The volume of emergency calls can
easily double during times of inclement weath-
er or special City social/sporting events like
Hurricanes lke in September 2008; and
Katrina as well as Rita, which occurred in
September and October of 2005.

The types and severity of potential emer-
gencies can encompass floods, hurricanes,
and industrial incidents which would require
multiple emergency agencies to respond.

On the average, EMS responds to a citizen
every 3 minutes. Each EMS response is made
by one of 88 City of Houston EMS vehicles.

There are over 200,000 EMS incidents in-
volving over 225,000 patients or potential pa-
tients annually.

In 2013, the City of Houston’s fire Depart-
ment lost Captain EMT Matthew Renaud, En-
gineer Operator EMT Robert Bebee, Fire-
fighter EMT Robert Garner and Probationary
Firefighter Anne Sullivan when they responded
to a hotel fire.

Throughout the history of the Houston Po-
lice Department over 110 officers have lost
their lives in the line of duty.

Each member of the House of Representa-
tives knows of the loss of a first responder
who was going to the aid of those in harm’s
way.

S. 1180 will offer additional resources that
can save the lives of first responders and
those they help.

S. 1180 will ensure that FEMA’s response
to a crisis is organized with state and local re-
sources.

| ask my colleagues to join me in voting in
favor of S. 1180.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr.
CoOSTELLO) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, S. 1180.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until ap-
proximately 6:30 p.m. today.

Accordingly (at 5 o’clock and 32 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess.

O 1830

AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsyl-
vania) at 6 o’clock and 30 minutes p.m.

H1491

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF
H.R. 2745, STANDARD MERGER
AND ACQUISITION REVIEWS
THROUGH EQUAL RULES ACT OF
2015, AND PROVIDING FOR PRO-
CEEDINGS DURING THE PERIOD
FROM MARCH 24, 2016, THROUGH
APRIL 11, 2016

Mr. COLLINS of Georgia, from the
Committee on Rules, submitted a priv-
ileged report (Rept. No. 114-461) on the
resolution (H. Res. 653) providing for
consideration of the bill (H.R. 2745) to
amend the Clayton Act and the Federal
Trade Commission Act to provide that
the Federal Trade Commission shall
exercise authority with respect to
mergers only under the Clayton Act
and only in the same procedural man-
ner as the Attorney General exercises
such authority, and providing for pro-
ceedings during the period from March
24, 2016, through April 11, 2016, which
was referred to the House Calendar and
ordered to be printed.

———

COUNTERTERRORISM SCREENING
AND ASSISTANCE ACT OF 2016

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the unfin-
ished business is the vote on the mo-
tion to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 4314) to require a plan to
combat international travel by terror-
ists and foreign fighters, accelerate the
transfer of certain border security sys-
tems to foreign partner governments,
establish minimum international bor-
der security standards, authorize the
suspension of foreign assistance to
countries not making significant ef-
forts to comply with such minimum
standards, and for other purposes, as
amended, on which the yeas and nays
were ordered.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from California (Mr.
ROYCE) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, as amended.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 371, nays 2,
not voting 60, as follows:

[Roll No. 130]
YEAS—371

Abraham Boyle, Brendan Cartwright
Adams F. Castro (TX)
Aderholt Brady (PA) Chabot
Aguilar Brady (TX) Chu, Judy
Allen Brat Clark (MA)
Amodei Bridenstine Clarke (NY)
Ashford Brooks (AL) Clawson (FL)
Babin Brooks (IN) Clay
Barletta Brown (FL) Cleaver
Barr Brownley (CA) Clyburn
Barton Buchanan Coffman
Beatty Buck Cole
Benishek Bucshon Collins (GA)
Bera Burgess Collins (NY)
Bilirakis Butterfield Comstock
Bishop (GA) Byrne Conaway
Bishop (MI) Calvert Connolly
Black Capps Conyers
Blackburn Capuano Cook

Blum Carney Cooper
Bonamici Carson (IN) Costa

Bost Carter (GA) Costello (PA)
Boustany Carter (TX) Courtney
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